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My father wrote to the Duke of Argyll:
II
IARRINGFORD,                                            ||v May 2%th, 1863.
MY DEAR DUKE,
I have delayed so long granting the " absolution1," that like enough by this time you may have forgotten that you desired it.
However it is granted.
Only do not, after absolution, begin sinning the sin again with a greater gusto.
Of course I am glad to have given a moment's satisfaction to our poor Queen, glad too that you give a
somewhat better account of her.                                                       ; |&
I had a very pleasant two days' visit to Cliveden.    I                I FJ^
sat in your favourite seat which looks over the reach of                  ti; :i
U^t
the river, and regretted that you were not at my side.                  W\
Gladstone was at C. with me.    I had met him before,            -     l|v|
but had never seen him so nearly.    Very pleasant, and                  If,1
very interesting he was, even when he discoursed  on                  |j
Homer, where most people think him a little hobby-                  !|
horsical: let him be.    His hobby-horse is of the intellect                   *V,|
and with a grace.                                                                                 \\',;
Yours ever, A. TENNYSON.                          111
*f: I \ ' '
In the summer we went on a tour to York, Harro-                    > l\
gate, Ripon and Fountains Abbey: my father was busy                   , j j
with his translation of  Homer, and with his Alcaics to                   * >
Milton.                                                                                                  ':i\
'V
O mighty-mouth'd inventor of harmonies,                             IV
O skill'd to sing of Time and Eternity,                               <\
God-gifted organ-voice of England,                                     < |
Milton, a name to resound for ages.                              ; *',
1 Because the Duke had repeated to the Queen " All along the Valley.'1                            J'J.